
Who are We

A strong presence and passion along the river.
28 kms of active fishing rights

Wensum Working Group

Wensum FAP dissolved in 2013
Reinvigorated in 2016 by the Angling Trust
Formation of the Wensum Working Group
Incorporated in the BASG CIC in 2018



River Wensum Past Present & Future

The paper provides background with context 
and history to support the central theme of 
improving the River Wensum. 

It identifies the community of interest and 
their roles. 

A catchment perspective is then presented 
from both a national and local perspective.

I would like to thank the all people who made 
a contribution to make this possible 



78 km in total length - 71 kms SSSI/SAC
25 km has had active river restoration

Much still to do. 
Mill structures really left untouched
Funding now an significant issue

4km currently in planning phase
Silt ingress undone much of the previous 
efforts

River Wensum Past Present & Future
Restoration Strategy



What has been happening in recent years?
Lots of studies and previous papers
Seemingly with poor outcomes
Seemingly still loads to do, with little Goverment aid

River Wensum Past Present & Future

Anglers can’t resolve this in a Chalk Stream River!

Restoration Strategy - DWP

Lyng 2018 Lyng 2019



Grade Volume

1 20

2 140

3 393

River Wensum Past Present & Future
Restoration Strategy - DWP

Volume of fine sediment sources of 
each grade recorded in the 
Wensum catchment 2009.

Needs some overall co-ordination  & priority

Bring people together

Silt still the key issue to address

Resultant impact on:

Invertebrates , Fish & Ecology 
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River Wensum Past & Present 

River Wensum 

Restoration Strategy

River Wensum SSSI

Exemplar Diffuse 

Water Pollution Plan

and Action Plan

River Wensum 

Demonstration Test 

Catchment 

Upper Wensum

Cluster Farm Group 

River Wensum 

strategy partnership River Wensum 

River fly Census

River Wensum 

Abstraction Regime 

River Wensum

One of the UK most studied Rivers
But…..





Focused on the whole Catchment scale
Some great partnerships and outcomes

But how to focus on the local issues
Like the Wensum



Focused on the whole Catchment scale
Some great partnerships and outcomes
• Water Stewardship
• Water Resources
• Funding

Focus at the Operation Scale on local issues
• Wissey Partnership
• Little Ouse & They Partnership
• River Lark Catchment Partnership
• Cam Valley Partnership



Focused on the whole Catchment scale
Some great partnerships and outcomes

But how to focus on the local Operational 
issues like the Wensum



A rich picture of the current water governance situation in England as drawn by a group of workshop participants 

Natalie Foster et All
c 2018
The Open University



River Wensum
Partnerships for action in river catchment governance. A case study in the Irwell, UK

Natalie Foster c 2018, The Open University



Natalie Foster et All
c 2018
The Open University

A rich picture of an ‘ideal’ water governance situation in England drawn by a group of workshop participants


