Broads Angling Strategy

£83 Broads Authority

Working in partnership to maintain, improve and develop angling and fisheries in the Broads area
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BASG Angling Access Group
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Access to angling in the Broads



Al: Maintain and improve boat and bank angling opportunities

‘The availability of bank and boat fishing access is important for angling in the Broads. Maintaining and improving
angling access is vital to enable all sectors of society to benefit from the Broads fishery resource and enable the full
socio-economic contribution of angling to be realised’

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are delivered at a local
level in the Broads area. For more information see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future:
Getting the fishing habit Influencing local authorities More fishing opportunities and more information
Keeping the fishing habit More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing

Creating community waters Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing



A2: Address and resolve conflict

‘The Broads Angling Strategy will identify areas of conflict between Broads users and seek to ensure issues can be
resolved by working in partnership with others’
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Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are delivered at a local
level in the Broads area. For more information see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future:

Getting the fishing habit Opportunities for local clubs More fishing opportunities and more information
Keeping the fishing habit Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing

Creating community waters



A3: Maintain access and anglers legal rights

‘There is a need to foster a better appreciation of the legal framework that supports, but can also influence angling in
the Broads. Angling needs to work proactively with others towards balanced solutions at key locations in the Broads*
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Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are delivered at a local
level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future:

Getting the fishing habit Influencing local authorities More fishing opportunities and more information
Keeping the fishing habit

Creating community waters



A4: Maintain and improve slipway facilities for small boats

‘Slipway facilities for boat anglers in the Broads need to be maintained and appropriate facilities developed where there
are gaps in the network’

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are delivered at a local
level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future:

Getting the fishing habit Influencing local authorities More fishing opportunities and more information
Keeping the fishing habit More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing

Creating community waters



A5: Maintain & improve the urban fishery

‘Urban fisheries such as Riverside Road in Norwich and Beccles Quay can provide some of the most prolific and
extensively-used venues in the Broads for young and old alike, but can also be subject to considerable pressures,
including development. Being so close to large numbers of people, maintaining and improving the urban fishery
resource is especially important to enable all sectors of society to get out and enjoy fishing in the Broads’.

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are delivered at a local
level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future:
Getting the fishing habit More fishing opportunities and more information
Keeping the fishing habit More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing

Creating community waters Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing



Access to angling — a case study

www.basgonline.org

I Broacs Autherity



http://www.basgonline.org/




C1: Improve angling information and education

‘In an area of such obvious importance to angling, there is a clear need for easily-available, high quality, interesting and
reqularly-updated angling information and guidance. Ensuring visiting and local anglers can enjoy their fishing in a safe,
effective and sustainable manner is key to maintaining and growing the significant socio-economic contribution angling

makes to the local area’

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are delivered at a local
level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future:
Getting the fishing habit Education material in place More fishing opportunities and more information
Keeping the fishing habit Improved information and access to it More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing

Creating community waters Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing



C2: Improve consultation and liaison with the angling community

‘There is a need for angling representatives to make an enhanced and valued contribution to the decisions that
influence the management of the Broads area and the fishery resource. Policy-makers, supporting agencies, councils,
landowners, managers and other user groups in the Broads should pro-actively approach angling representatives to
advise and inform those decisions’

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are delivered at a local
level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future:
Getting the fishing habit Greater use of volunteers
Keeping the fishing habit Influencing local authorities

Creating community waters



C3: Effective angling involvement and liaison

‘Management undertaken in the Broads can have the potential to significantly affect fish populations and angling, with
knock-on impacts on the local economy. There is a clear need to involve the angling community at all stages of the
planning and delivery of proposed management interventions such as bio-manipulation, mud pumping, dredging,
restoration projects and R&D in the Broads. Effective involvement, liaison and communication can help promote better
understanding and deliver shared benefits’

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are delivered at a local
level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future:
Getting the fishing habit Education material in place
Keeping the fishing habit Greater use of volunteers

Creating community waters



C4: Encourage newcomers to the sport and support young anglers

Attracting over 7 million visitors a year, the Broads provides a unique and special opportunity to introduce all sectors of
society to the magic of angling and the natural environment. To sustain and grow this opportunity, there is a need to
encourage and support newcomers to the sport, especially the younger generation, to experience Broads angling in a
safe, responsible and informed manner. Special attention should be paid to ensuring there are clear opportunities for

on-going participation’

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are delivered at a local
level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future:
Getting the fishing habit Angling Tourism Plan in place More fishing opportunities and more information
Keeping the fishing habit Facilities close to where people live More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing

Creating community waters Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing



Communication & Education — a case study

Helping you get the most out of fishing on the Broads

www.basgonline.org

Also inside: » Improving access to angling »» What is that boat doing? » Suitable tackle set-ups » Broads Fisheries Action Plan
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Environments for fish



E1: Understanding fish stocks in the Broads

‘The fish stocks of the Broads provide the foundation of one of Britain’s best known angling locations. Angling
influenced almost 1.2 million Broads visits in 2011 and generated a contribution of at least £88 million to the local
economy. Above and below the surface, the fisheries of the Broads present many complex issues which can affect the
management of this unique resource. A thorough understanding of fish populations and the factors that affect them is

therefore vital to sustain and grow angling in the Broads’

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are delivered at a local
level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for the Future:
Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing

Fishing for Life:

Getting the fishing habit Greater use of volunteers

Keeping the fishing habit Hands up for the environment
Creating community waters Improved information and access to it



E2: Protecting and enhancing Broads fish stocks through better
Fisheries Enforcement and regulation

‘llegal activities such as netting, long lining, poaching and fish introduction can have significant impacts on fish stocks
and fishery performance. Rod licence evasion reduces the funding available to maintain, improve and develop fisheries.
Effective fisheries enforcement and regulation is therefore vital to sustain and grow angling in the Broads area’

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are delivered at a local
level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for the Future:
Hands up for the environment Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing

Fishing for Life:
Getting the fishing habit
Keeping the fishing habit Reduced poaching
Creating community waters



E3: Reducing the impact of tidal surges on fish stocks

‘Seasonal tidal saline incursions can lead to large scale fish mortalities in the Broads. The operation of barriers and other
measures have helped to reduce the impacts on fish stocks, but a better understanding of the potential impacts on fish
populations is required to inform other management options, particularly on the southern Broads system’
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Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are delivered at a local
level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for the Future:

Fishing for Life:
Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing

Getting the fishing habit Hands up for the environment
Keeping the fishing habit Reduced pollution
Creating community waters



E4: Reducing the impact of the toxic algae Prymnesium on fish stocks

‘In certain conditions, the naturally occurring algae Prymnesium parvum can release toxins that can cause extensive fish
kills. Such events have had severe impacts on the Upper Thurne fishery and yet little is known about the factors that
can cause toxin release. Research into Prymnesium is urgently required, together with new approaches to management

to protect fish stocks’

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are delivered at a local
level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for the Future:

Fishing for Life:
Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing

Getting the fishing habit Hands up for the environment
Keeping the fishing habit Reduced pollution
Creating community waters



E5: Understanding the impact of predation on fish stocks

‘Anglers have long been concerned about the impact of predation on fish stocks in the Broads. Pisciverous species,
including cormorants, mink and otter can have very obvious impacts on individual fish, but little is known about the
impact of predation on fish populations. The introduction or spread of non-native species may also lead to added

predation pressure on various life stages of important Broads fish species’

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are delivered at a local
level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for the Future:

Fishing for Life:
Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing

Getting the fishing habit Hands up for the environment
Keeping the fishing habit Reduced predation
Creating community waters



E6: Reducing the impact of invasive species

‘Invasive non-native species can have significant impacts, through direct predation on fish, fish spawn and larvae,
direct competition for food and resources and indirect impacts on wider aquatic ecology. Given the local, Regional
and National importance of the area for tourism and recreation, there are significant risks associated with the
potential import and export of non-native species which must be managed to protect the fishery resource’

AQUATIC

SPECIES

To achieve this objective the Broads Angling Strategy is working to:

* assist the Broads Bio-security Officer and improve education and information to increase awareness of the risks of non-native species and measures to
reduce the risk of spread such as Clean, Check, Dry

* maintain and improve links with partners, including the Norfolk Non-Native Species Initiative (NNNSI) to understand and manage, where possible,
existing non-native species already found in the Broads such as Killer Shrimp

* maintain and improve links with NNNSI and partners to reduce the risk of new non-native species being imported into the Broads area and seek
consensus for bio-security measures and specific communication initiatives as appropriate

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are delivered at a local
level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future:
Getting the fishing habit Hands up for the environment Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing
Keeping the fishing habit Reduced pollution

Creating community waters



E7: Managing and adapting to climate change

‘Impacts on the Broads fishery resource from climate change could be significant. Higher sea levels, coupled with
increased frequency of extreme climate events, could lead to an increased risk of saline incursions into the freshwater
habitats of the Broads. This could in turn lead to changes in the distribution of habitats and species, with some net

loss of biodiversity and increased pressure from non-native species’

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are delivered at a local
level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future:
Getting the fishing habit Hands up for the environment Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing

Keeping the fishing habit Reduced pollution
Creating community waters
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Appendix 1a: Links to delivery of wider national strategies and
objectives for angling and fisheries in the Broads area
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Creating a better place 2010-2015
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[Al: Maintain and improve boat and bank angling opportunities X X X
A2: Address and resolve conflicts of interest X X X X
A3: Maintain access and anglers legal rights X X X
A4: Maintain and improve slipway facilities for small boats X X
A5: Maintain and improve the urban fishery X X
C1: Improve angling information and education X X X X X X
C2: Improve consultation and liaison with the angling community X X X X X X
C3: Effective angling involvement and liaison X X X X X
C4: Encourage newcomers to the sport and support young anglers X
E1: Understanding fish stocks in the Broads X X X X X X X X
E2: Protecting and enhancing Broads fish stocks through better
Fisheries Enforcement and regulation
E3: Reducing the impact of tidal surges on fish stocks X X X X X X X X
E4: Reducing the impact of the toxic algae Prymnesium on fish
P X X X X X X X
ES: Understanding the impact of predation on fish stocks
E6: Reducing the impact of invasive species X X X X
E7: Managing and adapting to climate change X X X X X X X




Appendix 1b: Links to delivery of wider national strategies and
objectives for angling and fisheries in the Broads area
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Fishing for Life
A national strategy for getting EeoEIe fishing 2013-2018
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[Al: Maintain and improve boat and bank angling opportunities X X X
A2: Address and resolve conflicts of interest X X X X
A3: Maintain access and anglers legal rights X X X X
A4: Maintain and improve slipway facilities for small boats X X X
AS5: Maintain and improve the urban fishery X X X
C1: Improve angling information and education X X X X X X X
C2: Improve consultation and liaison with the angling community X X X X X
C3: Effective angling involvement and liaison X X X X
C4: Encourage newcomers to the sport and support young anglers X X X X X X X X
E1: Understanding fish stocks in the Broads X X X
E2: Protecting and enhancing Broads fish stocks through better
Fisheries Enforcement and regulation X X X
E3: Reducing the impact of tidal surges on fish stocks X X X
E4: Reducing the impact of the toxic algae Prymnesium on fish
stocks X X
ES: Understanding the impact of predation on fish stocks X
E6: Reducing the impact of invasive species X X
E7: Managing and adapting to climate change X
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Appendix 2: Links to delivery of strategic objectives of the 2011

Broads Plan

Broads Angling Strategy

Broads Plan 2011

A strategic plan to manage the Norfolk and Suffolk Broads

Strategic objectives

Promoting

AS5: Maintain and improve the urban fishery

Responding to . Management of " Tourism,
) P g Landscape and . . Agriculture and g . understanding, .
. . climate change . Biodiversity the navigation ) recreation and
t . cultural heritage land management enjoyment and
JeC lves and sea level rise area . access
wellbeing

Al: Maintain and improve boat and bank angling opportunities LG4.1 NAS.2; P;;'ii;”s's; TR2.0-2;
A2: Address and resolve conflicts of interest mg';i;\m‘“‘; Y3 TR1.5-6; TR2.2; TR3.1
A3: Maintain access and anglers legal rights BD3.3; BD4.1 TR1.5-6
A4: Maintain and improve slipway facilities for small boats TR2.2; TR3.1;

C1: Improve angling information and education

[TR2.2; TR3.1; TR3.3

C2: Improve consultation and liaison with the angling community

PE1.1-2; PE2.1-2; PE3.1-
B3

C3: Effective angling involvement and liaison

BD3.1; BD3.2; BD3.3;

NA1.1; NA1.2;NA13;

TR1.5-6; TR2.2; TR3.1-3

C4: Encourage newcomers to the sport and support young anglers

E1: Understanding fish stocks in the Broads

E2: Protecting and enhancing Broads fish stocks through better
Fisheries Enforcement and regulation

E3: Reducing the impact of tidal surges on fish stocks

E4: Reducing the impact of the toxic algae Prymnesium on fish

BD4.1 NA4.4; NA4.5
PE2.1-2; TR1.3;
BD1.2; BD2.1; BD5.2; NA2.1; NA3.1-2; [TR2.2; TR3.1; TR3.3
NAS.3;

CC4.4; CC4.6

B AL1.2 NA1.1; NA1.2; NAL3;
ES: Understanding the impact of predation on fish stocks NA2.1; NA3.1-2

E6: Reducing the impact of invasive species BD6.1; BD6.2

E7: Managing and adapting to climate change [ M Loh e BD5.2
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