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2020/21 East Anglia 13% of sales = £3.1m

They actually received £887,000 back

That’s an increase of £134,000 from 2019/20.

But 2021/22 income is back to previous values.

But still short by £75,000 from the national average

Its Shared across Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Bedfordshire, Cambs.

£887,000 over an area of 17000 km?
£51/km? or £15,000 for the Broads 303km?2
But is this enough for what we expect EA to provide?

How to sustain - Angling’s national treasure

Given the local, regional and national importance of the Broads for angling
and the unique and complex nature of the issues that can affect the area,
anglers have always had a strong interest in the way the Broads is managed.

The table on the left is rod licence sales from the period April 2020 — March
2021. This saw a 16% increase in rod licence sales and income as a result of
the Angling Trust’s campaign to allow fishing during the Spring and Summer
of the pandemic. However, rod licence sales are now back to the pre-
pandemic levels and overall income has reduced to pre 2019 levels.

We have discussed at length with the EA the resultant budgets allocated back
to the area which covers the Broads. They clearly can’t cover all the needs to
sustain angling in what is the UK’s largest natural fishery.

We have to look at alternative sources of income. This raises the question
why any form of fishing in the Broads be free apart from the national rod
licence fee. Whether this is the local angler taking regular trips or the visiting
tourist, the current model can’t support this.

But it’s not just the access that requires support. The fishery management
itself is now not able to undertake tasks that have been taken for granted in
previous decades. We must address this or watch it collapse around us.

This strategy puts in place a strong foundation enabling Broads angling to
reach out for wider sources of funding to help deliver Broads Angling Strategy
objectives.

The Broads Angling Strategy 2022 — 2026 has four core themes. Each of these
has a related set of objectives and a summary of actions that will help BASG
and it’s partners maintain, improve and develop angling in the Broads. The
Strategy also sets out how to work towards these objectives that can help
deliver some of the key national strategy objectives for angling ‘on the
ground’ in the Broads area with many generations of families starting their
fishing habit on the Broads.




BASG Angling Sustainability Group

‘Sustaining angling in the Broads’




S1: Enable corporate governance, policy and structure for BASG

While the BASG has transitioned to a Community Interest Company (CIC), it cannot achieve it’s aims without additional
professional resource. Reliance on voluntary effort alone cannot deliver at the scale needed in the Broads. These strong
governance structures will serve as custodians of the Broads fishery, in partnership with the Environment Agency. We have
3 key strategic visions:

Short term Secure additional resources and seed funding
Medium term Identify new funding streams, project definitions and partnerships
Long term Become a self sustaining community with a clear identity related to broads angling

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Greater use of volunteers More fishing opportunities and more information Coherent National Network
Keeping the fishing habit Hands up for the environment More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing

Creating community waters Improved information and access to it Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing Supporting Local Delivery



S2: Enable corporate governance, policy and structure to ensure the
sustainability of angling and fisheries within the Broads Catchment.

The Broads currently provide some of the best natural angling within the UK, worth an estimated £100m annually to the
local economy. To secure the future of angling and fisheries in the Broads catchment, there is a need for angling
representatives to make an enhanced and valued contribution to the decisions that influence the management of the Broads
area. T e T o - S~

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Greater use of volunteers More fishing opportunities and more information Coherent National Network
Keeping the fishing habit Hands up for the environment More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing

Creating community waters Improved information and access to it Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing Supporting Local Delivery



S3: Implement a long term funding strategy to sustain Broads angling

There is a need for angling to look more widely at potential sources of funding and grants that could help deliver bigger
and better outcomes. By seeking out new external grants and opportunities to work with others, the Broads Angling
Strategy will be better equipped to make things happen on ground. In partnership with the Environment Agency, BASG will
be able to make rod licence money go further by maximizing match funding and delivering multiple benefits from projects
in line with national strategies.
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Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Greater use of volunteers More fishing opportunities and more information People and Place
Keeping the fishing habit Hands up for the environment More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing

Creating community waters Improved information and access to it Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing Supporting Local Deliver



S4: Sustain & enhance the membership of BASG

Previously BASG has struggled to maintain an effective core membership. The new strategy needs to look at new ways
of addressing this, with a new Community Interest Company at it’s core. With new roles such as Members, Directors,
Volunteers & Employees more engagements achieving successful outcomes can be achieved.

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Greater use of volunteers More fishing opportunities and more information Supporting Local Delivery
Keeping the fishing habit Hands up for the environment More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing People and Place

Creating community waters Improved information and access to it Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing



S5: Communications and Media Strategy

A strong communications and media strategy is critical in today’s world. BASG has progressed well with it’s website, but
there remains an on-going need to develop a stronger social media presence using the latest tools and techniques. Closer
media links with other Broads partners will improve the flow of media and awareness amongst anglers, stakeholders and the

wider community.
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Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Greater use of volunteers More fishing opportunities and more information Supporting Local Delivery
Keeping the fishing habit Hands up for the environment More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing

Creating community waters Improved information and access to it Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing



BASG Angling Sustainability Group

Rollesby Broad

Platforms

Potter Heigham
Salinity Barrier

River Yare Postwick

Costs associated with sustaining Broads Angling

The Broads are arguably the best known and probably the
rrp}ost important single natural freshwater fishery resource in
the UK.

Much has been raised in recent years by BASG on
protecting this asset and securing it’s social economic value
to the local community. However we find ourselves set
against challenging budgets from the public sector in
protecting what is estimated at over £100m in social
economic value.

These assets no longer have the support of government
grants which have helped sustain these resources for the
past two decades.

For instance:

* The 2014 EA investment at Postwick is now attracting
anti social behaviours and has become unmanageable
and, frankly, a complete tip.

* The Rollesby platforms have been secured by BASG in
2021 from removal by the Broads Authority but are now
in need of replacement at a cost of £10,000.

* The wider fisheries environment protection from saline
incursion at Herbert Woods in Potter Heigham needs
replacement at a cost of £60,000.

These are just a few examples of the costs associated to
sustaining the Broads Fishery.
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‘Access to angling in the Broads’



Al: Maintain and improve boat and bank angling opportunities

The availability of bank and boat fishing access is a critical issue for angling in the Broads. Maintaining and
improving angling access is vital to enable all sectors of society to benefit from the Broads fishery resource and

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Influencing local authorities More fishing opportunities and more information Coherent National Network
Keeping the fishing habit More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing

People and Place

Creating community waters Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing



A2: Address and resolve conflict
The Broads Angling Strategy will identify areas of conflict between Broads users and seek to

ensure issues can be resolved by working in partnership with others.

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: " Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Opportunities for local clubs More fishing opportunities and more information People and Place

Keeping the fishing habit Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing ) .
Supporting Local Delivery

Creating community waters



A3: Maintain access and anglers legal rights

There is a need to fostering better appreciation of the legal framework that supports, but can

also influence angling in the Broads. Angling needs to work proactively with others towards
balanced solutions at key locations in the Broads.

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Influencing local authorities More fishing opportunities and more information Coherent National Network People and Place
Keeping the fishing habit

Creating community waters Supporting Local Delivery



A4: Maintain and improve slipway facilities for small boats

Slipway facilities for boat anglers in the Broads need to be maintained and appropriate facilities developed
where there are gaps in the network

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022

Getting the fishing habit Influencing local authorities More fishing opportunities and more information People and Place
Keeping the fishing habit More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing

Creating community waters



A5: Maintain & improve the urban fishery

Urban fisheries such as Riverside Road in Norwich and Beccles Quay can provide some of the most prolific and
extensively-used venues in the Broads for young and old alike, but can also be subject to considerable pressures,
including development. Being so close to arﬁe numbers of people, maintaining and /mﬁ.row,ng the urban fishery
resource is especially important to enable all sectors of society to get out and enjoy fishing in the Broads

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Influencing local authorities More fishing opportunities and more information People and Place
Keeping the fishing habit Improved information and access to it More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing

Creating community waters Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing Supporting Local Delivery



A6: Facilitate and Provide an infrastructure for Broads angling festivals

There is a long history going to the 60’s of anglers attending matches on the Broads. In recent times this again has
demonstrated the attraction of good quality natural tidal river angling, supported by the excellent sliver fish stocks and the
sterling work of local organisers and clubs. The Broads Angling Strategy would wish to build on this success, particularly in
the winter months, when angling can be at it best
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Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Influencing local authorities More fishing opportunities and more information People and Place

Keeping the fishing habit Improved information and access to it More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing

Creating community waters Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing
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E1l: Improve angling information and education

‘In an area of such obvious importance to angling, there is a clear need for easily-available, high quality, interesting and
regularly-updated angling information and guidance. Ensuring visiting and local anglers can enjoy their fishing in a safe,
effective and sustainable manner, whilst giving respect to others and wildlife of the Broads.".

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Education material in place More fishing opportunities and more information People and Place
Keeping the fishing habit Improved information and access to More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing .

Coherent National Network

Creating community waters Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing



E2: Encourage newcomers to the sport and support young anglers

Attracting 8 million visitors a year, the Broads provides a unique and special opportunity to introduce all sectors of society to
the magic of angling and the natural environment. To sustain and grow this opportunity, there is a need to encourage and
support newcomers to the sport, especially the younger generation, to experience Broads angling in a safe, responsible and
informed manner. Special attention should be paid to ensuring there are clear opportunities for on-going participation’.
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Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Angling Tourism Plan in place More fishing opportunities and more information People and Place
Keeping the fishing habit Facilities close to where people live More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing .

Coherent National Network

Creating community waters Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing



E3: Develop new Education linkages with Broads Stakeholders

Angling, fisheries and the aquatic environment provide the foundations for a significant proportion of the socio-economic
activity within the Broads National Park. The recent Broads Authority Visitor Survey indicated area provides a unique and
special opportunity to introduce all sectors of society to the magic of angling and the natural environment. To sustain and
grow this opportunity, there is a need to encourage and support newcomers into the sector, especially the younger
generation, who can potentially make a career within the Broads supporting angling and the natural environment

| The Broads

Local Access Forum

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022

Getting the fishing habit Greater use of volunteers More fishing opportunities and more information People and Place Nature and Climate
Keeping the fishing habit Hands up for the environment More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing . . .
Creating community waters Improved information and access to it Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing Coherent National Network Supporting Local Delivery



e _om)
Broa
/—f

HELANG YOUTO ASH THE BROADS

CASE STUDY:

E1l: Improve angling information and
education
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EF1: Defining Fisheries Broads Fisheries Management

The fish stocks of the Broads provide the foundation of one of Britain’s best known angling destinations, with
visiting anglers influencing expenditure worth £100 million to the local economy every year. Above and below the
surface, the fisheries of the Broads present many complex issues which can affect the management of this unique
and important resource. Reaching an agreement of what measures form a Broads Fisheries Management Plan are

therefore vital to sustain and grow angling in the Broads.

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022

Getting the fishing habit Greater use of volunteers Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing Nature and Climate

Keeping the fishing habit Hands up for the environment ) )
Supporting Local Delivery

Creating community waters Improved information and access to it



EF2: Protecting and enhancing Broads fish stocks through better fisheries
enforcement and regulation

lllegal activities such as netting, long lining, poaching and fish introduction can have significant impacts on fish
stocks and fishery performance. Rod licence evasion reduces the funding available to maintain, improve and
develop fisheries. Effective fisheries enforcement and regulation is therefore vital to sustain and grow angling in

the Broads area.

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022

Getting the fishing habit Greater use of volunteers Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing ;

Keeping the fishing habit Hands up for the environment Nature a_nd Climate _
Supporting Local Delivery

Creating community waters Reduced poaching



EF3: Reducing the impact of tidal surges on fish stocks

Seasonal tidal saline incursions can lead to large scale fish mortalities in the Broads. The operation of barriers and other
measures have helped to reduce the impacts on fish stocks, but a better understanding of the potential impacts on fish

populations is required to inform other management options.

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Hands up for the environment Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing Nature and Climate

Keeping the fishing habit Reduced pollution
Creating community waters



EF4: Reducing the impact of the toxic algae Prymnesium on fish stocks

In certain conditions, the naturally occurring algae Prymnesium parvum can release toxins that can cause extensive fish kills. Such events
have had severe impacts on the Upper Thurne fishery and yet until recently little was known about the factors that can cause this. Our
previous strategy was to oversee research and management interventions needed. We are reliant on the statutory authorities to implement
these recommendations and as yet after 3 years little has being addressed by the Environment Agency in terms of management actions..

oy S

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Hands up for the environment Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing Nature and Climate
Keeping the fishing habit i q q

S U5 MBI L Reduced pollution Supporting Local Delivery

Creating community waters



EF5: Understanding the impact of predation on fish stocks

Anglers have long been concerned about the impact of predation on fish stocks in the Broads. Pisciverous species, including
cormorants, mink and otter can have very obvious impacts on individual fish, but little is known about the impact of
predation on fish populations. The introduction or spread of non-native species may also lead to added predation pressure
on various life stages of important Broads fish species.

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Hands up for the environment Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing Nature and Climate
Keeping the fishing habit Reduced predation

Creating community waters



EF6: Reducing the impact of invasive species

Anglers have long been concerned about the impact of predation on fish stocks in the Broads. Pisciverous species, including
cormorants, mink and otter can have very obvious impacts on individual fish, but little is known about the impact of
predation on fish populations. The introduction or spread of non-native species may also lead to added predation pressure
on various life stages of important Broads fish species

‘n\‘ ~aquainvaders
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Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Hands up for the environment Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing Nature and Climate
Keeping the fishing habit Reduced pollution

Creating community waters



EF7: Managing and adapting to climate change

Anglers have long been concerned about the impact of predation on fish stocks in the Broads. Pisciverous species, including
cormorants, mink and otter can have very obvious impacts on individual fish, but little is known about the impact of
predation on fish populations. The introduction or spread of non-native species may also lead to added predation pressure
on various life stages of important Broads fish species.

Riverfly

Partnership ”

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Hands up for the environment Greater use of volunteers Nt =rme) @i
Keeping the fishing habit Improved information and access to it

Creating community waters Reduced pollution People and Place



Angling Engagement — a case study

Broads/river covered daily during spawning
assessment:

BURE 20NE: ANT ZONE THURNE 20NE:

- micking Sroad
- Hotsey Mere

- Dk Broad

- Martha= Noh
- Megham Sound
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PorEy Mere - Hudions Say - 25km

EXTENT OF NORTHERN BROADS SYSTEM
ALREADY AFFECTED BY SIGNIFICANT
ENVIRONMENTAL THREATS TO FISH STOCKS:

CMINIMUM EXTENT OF NORTHERN BROADS SYSTEM
VULNERASLE TO CATASTRGPHIC FISH WILLS CALSED BY
THE TOXIC ALGAE PRYMNESIUM

MINIMUNM EXTENT OF NORTHERN SROADS SYSTEM
VULNERASLE YO CATASTROPHIC FISH XILLS CALISED BY
SALINE INCURSION

Hoveton Great Broad Fish Barriers

BASG and the Angling Trust engaged with Fish Legal to instigate a Judicial Review to block
the decision by the Environment Agency in East Anglia to grant Natural England a permit
to block off the major spawning site for fish at Hoveton Great Broad in the northern
Norfolk Broads in order to combat turbidity and promote better weed growth.

This was despite formal objections from the EA’s own fisheries staff backed up by seven
years’ worth of fish surveys, studies and tagging costing more than £250,000 of rod licence
and taxpayers’ money.

Prolific shoals of bream and coarse fish were present in the Broad long before turbidity
became an issue and it is certainly far from the “barren aquatic desert” claimed by Natural
England when they were awarded £4.5 million of EU and Lottery funding for this ill-
conceived project.

The extensive fish tracking surveys and a jointly funded EA and NE Bournemouth
University PhD project demonstrated conclusively it’s importance to spawning bream.
Hoveton Great Broad is connected to the River Bure system and the tracking study showed
the incredible distances that Norfolk bream would travel each spring to access their
spawning grounds - up to 24 kms — much further than previously thought likely. Bream are
an iconic Broads species and a popular angling target.

Following a second consultation the Environment Agency eventually bowed to pressure
from Natural England and granted permission for controversial fish barriers to be installed
at one of the prime spawning locations for coarse fish in the Norfolk Broads in direct
contravention of the advice of their own fisheries staff and experts and the IFM.

BASG are now reliant on conditions within the permit and a yet to be agreed monitoring
system to assess what impact these barriers will have on successful recruitment and
sustainability of the Broads Fishery.



Angling Engagement — a case study
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Trinity Broads — Killer Shrimp

Following the discovery of a colony of killer shrimp (scientific name: Dikerogammarus
villosus), in Rollesby Broad, further surveys have shown some spread across both Rollesby
and Ormesby Broads. See map left. These highly invasive, alien shrimp are very damaging
to native ecosystems as they predate fish eggs and fry as well as native invertebrates. The
Trinity Broads Partnership has introduced a number of measures to attempt to halt the
spread of these colonising non native shrimps. Following advice from the NNIS which
mainly focussed on changing human behaviours to halt the spread, based on "check clean
dry" principles and limiting access to the identified inhabited areas.

BASG partnered with the Angling Trust brought in experts to explore and further
understand and mitigation measures in the Spring of 2021. This group identified that little
was understood on the underlying impact this aliens has on native ecology and it led to an
project being scoped and funding application for applying citizen science on invertebrate
monitoring across the Trinity Broads and to undertake a set of experiments on preferred
substrates and habitat. See insert. This will be undertaken during 2022 funded through a
successful grant application from Essex and Suffolk Water.

If is hoped that from this, changes can be made to slipways and habitat that deter these
species from easterly establishing their selves from such venues and lakes used by the
public. Not just limited to the Trinity Broads, but on a national scape.



BASG Upstream Working Group

River Wensum Past Present & Future

P
B ) 78 km in total Jength - 71 kms SSSI/SAC

. [ —— 25km has had active river restoration
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Much still to do.
Mill structures really left untouched
Funding now an significant issue

4km currently in planning phase
Silt inﬁre« undone miuch of the aravous

efforts __. River Wensum Past Present & Future

The paper provides background with context
and history to support the central theme of
improving the River Wensum,

It identifies the community of interest and
their roles.

A catchment perspective is then presented
from both a national and local perspective.

| would like to thank the all people who made
a contribution to make this possible

‘Sustaining the Future of the our

upstream fisheries’




US1: To create a set of forum(s) for anglers to come together to secure the
future of our upstream non tidal Broadland rivers

Progress towards this objective will ensure a number of strategic national priorities for angling are
delivered at a local level in the Broads area. For more information, see Appendix 1 & 2.

Fishing for Life: Fishing for the Future: Landscapes Review 2022
Getting the fishing habit Greater use of volunteers More fishing opportunities and more information Nature and Climate
Keeping the fishing habit Hands up for the environment More people from a wider range of backgrounds go fishing

Creating community waters Improved information and access to it Our fisheries perform better and angling keeps growing



Appendix 1: Links to National Angling strategies and objectives
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